100 things about me

1. I am a knitter. 

2. I am a runner. 

3. I’m a better knitter than runner. 

4. I’ve run three marathons, none faster than 4:55. 

5. Still, being a runner is an important part of my identity. 

6. I’m even in a running club. 

7. I’m in three knitting groups. 

8. I LOVE to read. 

9. I have thousands of books. 

10. I like reading so much because I grew up without a television. 

11. I’m an only child. 

12. I’ve always lived far away from wherever I need to be. 

13. I never expected to like New York. 

14. I’ve never lived south of New Jersey and have no wish to. 

15. I’ve always wanted to live in or near San Francisco. 

16. I am a Francophile – passionate and unrepentant. (France was right, damn it.) 

17. I am contrary. 

18. I am extremely loyal. 

19. I am reflexively suspicious of change. 

20. Despite being extremely WASPy by birth and training, I kind of wish I were Jewish. 

21. I even speak some Yiddish. 

22. I have a Thing for cats. 

23. I have two cats, brothers named Orville and Wilbur. 

24. I cry at teen movies. 

25. I have been called culturally illiterate. (Actually, it was more like, “Were you raised in a HOLE?”) 

26. I am grown up enough to admit that I’m not a great driver. 

27. When I was growing up, I always wished I were older. 

28. I’m finally at the point where my actual age and mental age are about the same. 

29. I’m 28. 

30. I’ve started getting carded recently. 

31. Most of the coolest women I know are in their 30s. 

32. I don’t like children. 

33. I don’t like crowds. (Kind of makes you wonder why I live in New York…) 

34. I’m very impatient. 

35. I research everything before making a decision. 

36. I’m not organized unless I have to be. 

37. I have never owned a car. 

38. I do own my home. 

39. I’m restoring it myself (well, with Dad’s help). 

40. I love old houses, furniture, farms, stuff like that. 

41. I believe in open space and environmental conservation. 

42. In fact, I’m a big believer in all the liberal causes – feminist, pro-choice, gay rights, commie pinko… yep, that’s it. 

43. I once dated a conservative Christian… and I never want to do THAT again. 

44. I was raised liberal. 

45. My Mom used to be the mayor of my hometown. 

46. I did my first Lit Drop – where you put the annoying flyers in people’s doors and newspaper boxes – when I was about 4. 

47. I rely on my Dad a great deal. 

48. My Dad built our barn and lots of other things around our house. 

49. I learned to be handy from him. 

50. In college, my dorm room was too hot, so I insulated the radiator. (My Dad got a kick out of this.) 

51. I’m cheap. 

52. For someone who’s cheap, I spend a lot of money. 

53. My Palm Pilot contains a list of the qualities of my ideal man. 

54. And yet I haven’t had a date in over a year. 

55. I prefer not to think about this. 

56. I worry too much about my weight. 

57. I haven’t been able to do anything about it lately. 

58. I did lose 40 lb on Weight Watchers a few years ago. 

59. I used to think I wanted to be a writer. 

60. Then I decided I was too chicken. 

61. Also I don’t know how to make stuff up. 

62. If asking strangers questions and making things up both terrify me, I think being a writer isn’t in the cards. 

63. I reserve the right to change my mind about that later. 

64. I’m tall and I like it. 

65. I enjoy being a dilettante in subjects like medicine, law, homebuilding, and lots of things like that. 

66. I have a huge perfectionist streak. 

67. For the sake of my sanity, I am trying to get rid of it. 

68. I tend to see the worst in myself, and to see myself in the worst of others. 

69. I despise cigarettes. 

70. My Mom was more upset when I told her I tried smoking cigarettes than when I told her I tried hash. 

71. Both those things were in France. 

72. Living in France was a very lonely experience for me. 

73. I say I lived there, but it was only for 7 months. 

74. I did speak French enough that I’m basically fluent to this day. 

75. I am a grammar fiend. 

76. I come from a very small family – 11 if you count even the ones we never see. 

77. I need a lot of sleep. 

78. I’m susceptible to depression. 

79. I really enjoy walking. I’ll walk a mile or more in the city to save subway fare. 

80. I also take the stairs in my office. 

81. I like to sing. 

82. I don’t generally like listening to other people sing. 

83. I used to be in a choir but got tired of going to rehearsal. 

84. I played the trombone for ten years. 

85. I was in the college marching band. 

86. I was the band’s Mom – in charge of transportation, uniforms, logistics. 

87. This should have taught me a lesson: stop volunteering for these kinds of things. 

88. I like hiking but not camping. 

89. I don’t like to answer the phone. 

90. I hate getting voice-mail. 

91. But I want other people to pick up the phone when I call. 

92. I’d rather get and send e-mail. 

93. I believe that 3 weeks of vacation (plus the week off between Christmas and New Year’s) is the bare minimum. 

94. I’m brave about major pain (i.e. surgery) but very wimpy about small pains (i.e. paper cuts, blisters, stubbed toes). 

95. I am very prone to bruises and frequently have at least three I can’t explain. 

96. I believe most of civilization can be summed up in two phrases: "This too shall pass," and "It seemed like a good idea at the time." 

97. I suspect the world is going to hell in a handbasket. 

98. The amazing people I keep meeting in all walks of life make me doubt this suspicion. 

99. Walking through Times Square on the weekend, the President’s weekly radio address, the continual destruction of wild spaces, and red states convince me that it’s true. 

100. Although I’m basically a pessimist, my life has continually gotten better, and there’s a little glimmer of hope that we may still make it.

